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yellow clay, three inches ; and lastly, four feet six inches gravel 
mixed with boulder-stones of moderate size, and evidently, by 
the seams of fine sand, shewing that the excavation was then 
in the natural ground ; and as one of the workmen observed, 
when throwing it out, ' that has not been moved since the 
morning of the flood.' The total depth sunk below the sill of 
the doorway was eighteen feet seven inches, viz. : 

1 ft. 7 in. from sill to under side of the projection of floor, 
8 „ „ to the level of bottom floor or commencement of 

dressed ashlar work, 
3 „ 6 „ rubble masonry — foundation of floor and 

loose stones with earth, 

gravelly sand, 

yellow clay, 

gravel, sand, and boulder stones, 
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being seven feet one inch below the ground-floor of the tower. 
Considering the nature of the materials, and the depth in which 
the men were working, it appeared conclusive that the ground 
beneath bad never been disturbed, and consequently the 
object for which the work had been undertaken had been 
fully and satisfactorily executed, not leaving a doubt upon 
the minds of any present, that prosecuting the work any longer 
would be useless waste of time and labour. Mr. Molloy, a 
respectable farmer, who is seventy years of age, states, that for 
fifty-six years, that his memory serves him, no excavation 
similar to the present had been made within that period. 

" Mr. Long, C. E., Mr. C. Mayne, and Mr. Molloy, 
fanner, were present during the entire operation. After 
having satisfied myself as to the result of the excavation, the 
material taken out was thrown back into the tower." 



Colonel Jones also exhibited rubbings from a rock at 
Drumlish, of which he read the following account : 
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" This rock, which it appears has engaged the attention 
of the curious for many years, is situate in a small pasture- 
field, in the parish of Killoe, townlancl of Clernaugh, barony 
of Granard, county of Longford. 

"The field is now in the possession of Thomas M'Cann, 
who lives on the spot. It is on the west side, and within fifty 
yards of the high road, and about three quarters of a mile 
from Drumlish, on the way to Longford. The spot is more 
particularly shewn in the sketch plan accompanying this 
paper. 

" At the upper corner of the field there is a large irregular 
patch of the scalp of a rock bare ; it is about eight yards in 
length, and its greatest breadth is about three. The rock is 
laminated perpendicularly, and appears to be of clay slate, but 
accidentally discoloured, nearly all of it being deep red (the 
country people call it the Red Flag), but there is a small por- 
tion of it grey. 

" The whole of this surface is more or less occupied with 
indented marks, all apparently without connexion, arrange- 
ment, or method ; and perhaps there are more of these marks 
to be found, if more of the rock was uncovered, for upon each 
of the three little separated patches (see the plan which 
accompanies this Number) I find there are similar marks ; but 
yet, in the adjoining lane, where there are two more patches 
of the rock bare, I found more of these marks. 

" The surface being so large, I made transcripts of por- 
tions only, which accompany this notice. These were made 
by laying the paper on the rock, and rubbing it with heel 
ball ; and as this gave a confused appearance from the rough- 
ness of the rock, I used a tint afterwards to make the spaces 
more solid, and thus the indentions appear white ; and as this 
tinting was not done upon the spot, perhaps there may be 
some slight deviations from the original. 

" I have shewn upon one of the papers the character of 
these marks ; they are all angular ; there are none of them 
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sunk or cut square ; they are deeply indented in the mid- 
dle, and decrease in depth to the surface ; at the ends they 
appear, therefore, like marks or scratches made with a nail or 
some pointed instrument, when the rock was in a soft state; 
for instance, like a gash made in the dough of a loaf, and 
when baked, this gash would become an angular furrow. 

" The people of the neighbourhood do not speak Irish, 
and that renders it difficult to obtain from them any thing 
like satisfactory evidence upon the subject, but M'Cann says 
that many people have come (even from England) to exa- 
mine this rock : he also recollects a preacher, named M'Quig, 
who examined it between twenty and thirty years ago, and 
who said he could understand parts of it, and that an account 
of it would be found in O'Halloran's History. He also says 
that it is mentioned in a book published about seven years 
ago — a book about which there were many law-suits. (This 
must be Lewis's Topographical Dictionary.)* 

" The people have a saying, that great troubles are to 
come, and that the finishing battle is to be fought in the ad- 
joining valley, and the ratification or settlement will be signed 
upon this rock." 



DONATIONS. 

Two ancient Iron Swords and a Spear Head, found near 
Kilmainham. Presented by the Directors of the Great 
Southern and Western Railroad. 

Rubbings from an inscribed Stone, with Characters, sup- 
posed to have been Ogham, at Drumlish, near Granard. 
[Engraved to accompany the foregoing description.] Also a 
Lithograph of a ruined Temple in Malta. Presented by 
Colonel H. D. Jones, C. E. 

* It is not mentioned under Drumlish, in Lewis's Typogr. Dictionary. 



